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FEW Americans who visit the City of London fail 
to make a pilgrimage to the quaint little Church of 
Saint Ethelburga the Virgin in Biihopsgate Street 
Within. For it was here that Henry Hudson, Navigator, 
with his crew made his Communion on April 19th, 1607, 
before he started on his first voyage of discovery under the 
Muscovy Company. 




ST. ETHELBURGA'saXII/IQ. 



Among the few things that are certain about Henry 
Hudson this is one, for the record comes from the log of 
one of his men, John Pierce by name, who used, it seems, 
Hudson's notes. It is printed here as it stands in Asher's 
work, edited for the Hakluyt Society in 1860. 



"Anno 1607, April the nin«5teenth at Saint Ethelburge 
in Bishops Gate street, did communicate with the rest of 
the parishioners these persons, seamen, purposing to goe to 
sea four days after, for to discover a passage by the North 
Pole to Japan and China. First, Henry Hudson, master. 
Secondly, William Colines, his mate. Thirdly, James Young 
Fourthly, John Colman. Fiftly, John Cooke. Sixtly, 
James Beubery. Seventhly, James Skrutton. Eightly, John 
Pleyce. Ninthly, Thomas Baxter. Tenthly, Richard Day. 
Eleventhly, James Knight. Tw^elfthy, John Hudson, a boy. 

DIVERS VOYAGES AND NORTHERNE DISCOVERIES 
OF THAT WORTHY IRRECOVERABLE DISCOVERER 

MASTER HENRY HUDSON 

HIS DISCOVERIE TOWARDS THE NORTH POLE 

SET FORTH AT THE CHARGE OF CERTAINE 

WORSHIPFULL MERCHANTS OF LONDON 

IN MAY 1607," 



On this voyage Hudson coasted Greenland and reached 
" Newland," or Spitzbergen, and became the founder of 
the whale-fisheries established there later. 

In the next year Hudson tried, for the same Company, 
to find a north-eastern passage to China, and failing he 
resolved to sail to the north-west. Here again he failed. 

In 1 609 Hudson made a third attempt to find a passage 
to China either by the north-east or north-west route, and 
this time under the auspices of the Dutch East India Com- 
pany. He had vrith him 1 8 or 20 men and his vessel was 
called the " Half- Moon." On this voyage he coasted 
Newfoundland and explored the bay of New York. 

In 1610 Hudson, with faith undimmed by his three 
failures, sailed from London in the " Discovery " of 55 tons. 
Being frozen in during the winter his men mutinied, and 
he and eight members of his crew were put out of the ship 



on June 22nd, 1611 and were never again heard of. 
The name of Hudson is borne by a River, a Territory, 
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a Bay and a Strait, and the fisheries of Spitzbergen and 
the fur industry of the Territory form a standing memorial 
to the indomitable character of a man who is well-fitted to 
be a link between England and America. 



^U €tl)elburga'0 Ct)urcl) 

The Church itself is practically as it was in Henry 
Hudson's time, save that the North and South windows 
have been blocked up, a new ceiling added and the Galleries 
removed. Nestling now as in the 1 7th century behind two 
shops which stand in the very porch of the Church, it con- 
ceals itself modestly from the notice of the merely inquisitive. 
To be found it must be sought, but when found it repays 
the trouble of the search. In the midst of a hurrying, 
bustling world it is at peace, and within its walls the weary 
soul may be as quiet as in a desert. 

Yet it has seen stirring times. It saw Jeanne d' Arc 
burned at the stake. It saw the wars waged under 
Henry VI against France ; it was not indifferent to the 
rise of the New Learning, it knew Prince Henry ihe 
Navigator. One of iti Rectors went to the gallows at 
Tyburn rather than admit the supremacy of Henry VIII ; 
another was put in the pillory twice for speaking heinous 
words against the religion of his daughter Mary ; its bells 
rang for the defeat of the Armada, and the Restoration of 
Charles II, and again for the advent of William and Mary. 

One of the common characteristics of Britons and Amer- 
icans is reverence for the past and therefore for historical 
monuments. Of such monuments the Church of St. Ethel- 
burga may claim to be one, and a heightened imagination 
may sometimes see passing down its aisles the forms of those 
who were the ancestors of Britons and Americans alike. 
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